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Bayfield Regional Conservancy Acquires Key Property for Lost Creek Bog Natural Area

The Bayfield Regional Conservancy (BRC) announced that it has purchased 17.5 acres of wetlands and uplands in the Town of Bell located adjacent to the Lost Creek Bog State Natural Area along its eastern boundary.   

The newly acquired property will ultimately be conveyed to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, once the necessary funding is released, to be annexed onto the  513 acre Lost Creek Bog State Natural Area.  “BRC’s role is key to helping us fulfill our acquisition goals for the State Natural Area”, said Wisconsin DNR wildlife biologist, Greg Kessler.  “The Conservancy stepped in and purchased the property from a willing land owner who wanted to sell right away, at a time when the DNR could not act because of a lack of funding.”   Mr. Kessler also noted that the property, which represents 10% of their remaining land acquisition goals, was also highly threatened as it is upland, is developable, and has highway 13 frontage.

According to Karin Kozie, the Conservancy’s Board President and a wildlife biologist, the Lost Creek Bog site “is an amazing ecological wetland that helps maintain the integrity of an important Lake Superior estuary and contains a number of rare plant and wildlife species.  The Conservancy purchase was made possible through a generous donation to our Land Conservation Fund from one of our members.”  Not long ago BRC established this internal revolving loan fund to allow it to act quickly when land of conservation value comes up for sale.  The Conservancy then pays itself back either through fund raising or by selling the property to a conservation buyer, in this case the DNR. 


With this purchase, the Lost Creek Bog State Natural Area is now at 70-80% completion of what is required to ensure the long term viability of the endangered species and wetland communities that occur there.  According to Ellen Kwiatkowski, BRC’s Executive Director, “It is very important to not only preserve the wetlands themselves but to also protect an upland buffer adjacent to that area.  Many animals use those transition areas between the habitats and they are also important for filtering sediments and pollutants from runoff, which can adversely impact the wetlands.  The purchase of this property helps to secure some of that buffer.”       

The Bayfield Regional Conservancy is a non-profit land trust dedicated to the protection and preservation of natural lands, waters, forests, farms and places of historic, scenic and spiritual value in the Bayfield region.  The Conservancy is a member-supported charitable organization.  

For more information about Bayfield Regional Conservancy, or to make a contribution see www.brcland.org or call 715-779-LAND (5263).

For more information on Lost Creek Bog State Natural Area visit: http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/sna/san274.htm
